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UPSET RUSSIAN EMPIRE,
SAYS PIERRE GILLIARD

' Sharing: Roval Family’s Life For Ten Years, He
Pictures Empress as Lost in Mother and How

b

§ Her Auxicty for Boy Led o Exile and Death
'} in the Greatest Tragedy of All History.

VOICE from a dead empire speaks in-these emclusive
revelations of the Tragedy of Rysgia by Pierre Gil-
liard, tutor to the Czareviich and to the Grand

Dutchesses, children of the Czar. _
For the first time the intimate personal life of the Russian
royal family is revealed here in all its dramatic pathos by

the one man who knows.

He will show how the inoyrable

mélady of the Czarevitch indirectly caused the greatest

tragedy in history.

The articles to follow are the most authentic ever pub-

lished on the subject.

Their author was for ten years and

more practically a member of the royal family. He ate wigh
them at little private dinners and breakfasts, he enjoyed
the confidence of the Emperor and Empress and the love of

their children. What he writes comes from his own inti-.

mate personal knowledge.

By PIERRE GILLIARD
For Ten Years Tutor to the Czarevitch and to the Grand Duchesses,
Children of the Czar.
(Translated from the French.) ’
(Copyright 1931).

PART I
PREFACE.
N September, 1920, after three years of exile in Siberia, I was at
I retained a vivid remembrance of
the poignant drama with which I had been intimately connected
and its climax (the brutal murder of the Russian royal family) which
I witnessed as one of the intimate attaches of the Emperor Nicho-

last able to re-enter Europe.

las II and his family.

It is the drama of a lifetime which I shall describe, such as I first
observed in the brilliant surroundings of an ostentatious court, such
as it later appeared to me in our captivity, when circumstances per-
mitted me to share the intimacy of the sovereigns. .

. 'The crime of Ekaterinbourg, the

, execution of the czar, the czarina
and their children, was in fact only
the end of a cruel destiny, the
denouement of one of the most
touching tragedies ever enacted, I
shall retrace the sorrowful stages
and describe them. '

The secret malady of the.young
czarevitch, heir to the throne,
dominates the entire latter part of
the reign of the Emperor Nicholas
Il, and it alone explains that reign.

I have striven in this book to
bring back to life, «s I knew them,
the Emperor Nicholas II and his
family, forcing myselt to remain
always impartial and to set forth
with independent judgment the
events of which I was an eye-
witness,

It may be that, in my regard for
the truth, I may furnish their
political enemies with new arms
for use against their memories, but
I confidently hope that, from my
revelations, their true personalities
will be 'better understood by the
world.

CHAPTER 1.
(Autumn, 1905.)
My &First Lessons at Court.

N the Autumn of 1904, I accept-ed
I an offer to serve a year as pro-

fessor of French
Bergius of Leuchtenberg.

The father of my pupil, Duke
George Leuchtenberg, wus the
grandson of Europe de Beauharnals;
on the side of his mother, the Grand
Duchess Marie Nicollevna, daughter
of Nicholas I, he was a cousin of
the Emperor Nicholas 11.

The family was then remiiing for
the winter at its little estate on the
shores of the Black sea. There the
sad events of the spring of 1906
ocame to surprise us, and il ere we
lived through the tragic huours pro-
voked by the revolt of the B'ack Sea
fleet, the bombardment of ‘he coast,
the pogroms and the violent repres-
sion that ensued. From the first,
Russia revealed 1tself to me under a
terrible aspect, laden with menace,
& presage of the horrors and suffer-
ings that awaited me there

At the beginning of June ‘he fam-
fly came to occupy the beautiful villa
of Berglerskala Datcha, which the
duke owned at Peterhof.

Peterhof has been the chosen re-
treat of Peter the Greqt. its founder,
for repose from his labors In the
bullding of 8t. Petersburg, which his
imperial will caused to apring up,
as i by enchantment, amid the
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spectives which, in his view. rivalled
the splendors of Versailles.

All these buildings, with the ex-

ception of the Grand Palaze, which
still is  utilized for recgptions, are
vacant and abandoned edifices, to
which the memory of the past alone
can restore life,
_ The Emperor Nicholas II re-
tained the predilection of his ap-
cestors for Peéterhof, and he came
there every summier with his family
to occupy the little Alegandria cot-
tage surrounded by ita thickly
wooded park.

The family of the Duke of Leuch-
tenberg passed the summer of 1905
at Peterhof. Intercourse between
Alexandria and Bergiesvakaia
Datcha was frequent, because an
intimate friendship then existed be-
tween the Empress and the Duchess.
I thus had occasion to see the mem-
bers of the imperial family from
time to time.

TAUGHT CZAR'S GIRLS.

At the expiration of my contrmct
it was proposed that I remain as
tutor to my pupll and to teach
French to the Grand Duchesses
Olga Nicolalevna and Tatiana Nico-
lalevna, eldest daughters of Nicholas
II. I accepted, and after a short
sojourn In Switzerland I returned to
Peterhof early in September. Sev-
eral weeks later I entered upon my
new dutles at courm.

On the day fixed for my first
lesson, a palace coach conveyed me
to the Alexandria cottage, where
were the Emperor and hig family.
Despite the coachrwan in livery, the
carriage bearing the Imperial arms,
and the orders given In Tegard to
me, I learned that it was difficult
for anyone to gain admission to their
maljesties’ residence.

1 was stopped at the park gate
and several minutes werg spent in
explanation and argument before I
was allowed to enter.

-Rounding a bend In the avenue I
perceived two smail brick buildings,
conneated by a tovered bridge.
These buildings were of such sim-
plicity that I took them for lodges,
Not until the coach stopped did I
comprehend I had arrived at my
destination.

MEETS THE EMPRESS.
lmqmﬂdtoumall room on
the second floor, furnished In the

English style. The door opened and
the Empress enteied, clasping the
hands of her two dsughters, Olga
and Tatlana. Aftor several polite
phrases she sat at the table and
signed for me to it opposite her,
The children inatalled themselves on
either wide. .,

The Empress was wtill quite
beautiful. She was tall and slender,
carrying her head superbly. But
all that ceased to count when one
met her eyes, large gray-blue orbe
magnificently vivid, which reflected
all the emotions of a vibrant soul.

The elder of the grand duchesses,
Olgw, then a little girl of ten, very
blonde, eyes sparkiing with malice,
nose slightly turnéd up, examined
me with a glance that weemed to
seok the weak spot In my armor.
But that child had such an alr of
simplicity and M‘ﬂ as o win
ons's mympathy from the outset,

‘The raunser. Tatians. sight and o
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. ROMANOFF
CZARINA'’S LOVE FOR SON

half years old, with chestnut halr,
was prettier, but evinced less open-
ness, frankness and spontangity.
FIRST LESSON AN ORDEAL.

The lesson began. I was anton-
ished, embarrassed even, by the sim-
plicity of the situation. )

The Empress did not miss one of
my words. I had a definite feeling
that it was not a lesson I was giv-
ing; I was undergoing an inspec-
tion, .The disproportion between my
expectation and the reality upset
me. To increase my misfortune T
had calculated that my pupils would
be much mare advanced .in their
studles than they were. I had
chopen certuin ‘exercises, which
proved far too difficult. T had to
improvise, to adopt expedients.

Finally. to my gregt relief, the
clock struck Lhe hour and ended my
ordeal.

During the weeks that followed
the Empress regularly attended her
daughter's lessons, In which she took
viaible . Interest.

It often happened after her daugh-
ters had left us, that she discussed
methods and measures to be em-
ployed in teaching languages, and
I always was struck by her perspi-
cacity.

Especlally do I remember a lesson
one or two days before the mani-
festo of October, 1806, whiech au-
thorized the Duma.

QUEEN LOST IN WOMAN.

The Empress that day had seated
herself in an armchalr near the
window. Bhe appeared absent-
minded and precocupled, her fea-
tures involuntarily betraying: the
trouble 'of her mind. She sought
to focus her attention on us again,
but soon fell into & mournful reverie.

Her work lay on hér knees. She
had crossed her hands and seemed
lost tn thought.

Habitually, at the end of the les-
son hour, I closed my book and
waited untfl, by rising, the Empress

AN interesting
she embroidered, an art in which she excelled.
But

this time she was so plunged In
meditation that she gave me no sign.

gave me permsision to leave.

The children
became impatient,

I opened my book and resumed
reading. A quarter of an hour
elapsed. Then one of the little
grand duchesses, approaching her
mother, calleds her attention to the
time. '

After several months the Empress
assigned one of her ladles of hohor,
the Princess Obolenskl,” to attend
my leasons In' her stead. She thus
marked the end of the test to which
she had subjected me. This change
solaced me. I was more at ease In
presence of the Princess Obholenski,
But from those first months I have
retalned a precise recollection of
the extreme: nterast which the Em-
press as A mother entirely devoted
to her duty, teok in the education
of her children.

Jnstead of the haughty and coMd
Tearina mo much talked about, I
had found a woman simply devotad
to her maternal task.

by certain Indications, to conclude
that her reserve, by which many
persons considered themselves
wounded and that brought upon
her so much hostility, was rather
a natural timidity, a mask for her
rensitiveness.

A single instance will illustrate
the care for exactitude that ani-
mated the empress in her solicitude
for her daughters. It shows also
the regard for their tutors which
she strove to inspire in them.

As long as she attended my les-
sons I alwdys, on entering the
room, found the lesson and copy-
booka placed carefully on the ta-
ble before the chalr of egch of my

puplls. I never had to wait an
instant. This was not the case
later. ve

To my first puplls, Olga and Ta-
tlana,  were added successively,
when théy had reached thair ninth
year, Marie, In 1007, and Anns
tasia, In. 1509,

The heallh of the empreas, Jeop-
ardized already by the disquietude
caused by the menapes held wus-

At this period also 1 was enabled, pended over the Hfe of the tsars.

. I i

study of the Ozarina, photographed in the intimacy of her home as

vitch, prevented her more and
more from giving attention to the
studles of her daughters.

I did not then comprehend the
reason for her apparent Indiffer-
ence, and I was disposed 1o hold it
as a grievance against her, but 1t
was not long before certain events
taught me to tnderstand it.

CHAPTER I1.

"l‘h' Royal Family in the Crimen.
(Autumn, 1941, and Spring, 1912.)
At Bpala.

(Autumn, 1912.)

4dE imperial family was accus-

tomed to pass the winter at

Tsarskoe-Selo, a pretty little
country town some twelve milas
south of Petrograd. It stands on
an eminence whose highoest point
Is occupled by the grand palacc,
favored abode of Catherine II.
Not far off, In a park dottod with
small artificigl lakes, thore rises
half hidden by trees, 'a bullding
much more modest. the Alexunder
palace. Emperor Nicholas 11 had
made It his habitual residence sinee
1805, . p

The emperor and empsess occu-
pled the ground floor of one wing
of the palace, and their children the
floor above. The central part con-
tained the state apartments. The
opposite wing’ was occupied by cer-
tain persons of the imperial suite.
Such was the setting, which cor’
regsponded so well with the modest
tastes of the imperial family.

SEES INFANT CIZAREVITCH.

If was there that in February,
1906, T saw for the first time the
Tsarevitch, Alexis  Nicolajeviteh,
then a year and a half old.

1 had comg that day, as usual, to
the Alexander PFPalace, where my
duties called me a 'good many
times a week.

I was about to finish my' lesson
with Olga Nicolaievha when ithe
empresa entered, carrying the little
grand duke, heir to the throne.
S8he advanced with the evidemt in-
tention of lhowl;'lg him to me. You
could see In her the overflowing
joy of a mother who has at last
seen her dparest wish fulfilled. She
seemed proud and happy over the

‘beauty of her son.

The little Tsarevitch was then,
truly, a most superb baby, with his
beautiful blond curls, his big grey-
blue -eyea shaded by long, curled
lashes. He had the fresh and rosy
complexion of a ohild in the best
of health, and when he smiled you
could see two little dimplea In his
plump cheeks.

THE HEIR TO A THRONE.

Ab I approached him, he looked
at me with a serleus, somewhat
frightened air, and only after muoch
hesitation did he offer me his fitlle
hand.

I noticed that the empresgs
ornl times clutched the
with thé tender gesture of a er
whe seema alwavs to fear for the

REVITCH’S INCURABLE MALADY SPELLED DOOM
DYNASTY, TOLD BY HIS FRENCH TUTO

ROYAL COUPLE AND HEIR -

life of her child, but with her this
caress and the look that accom-
panied it revealed a secret anguish
so poignant, that I was instantly
struck with it

In the years that followed I had
more frequepnt occasion to see
Alexis Nicolalevitch, who now and
then escaped from his sallor ghard,
and ran into the study hall where
his sisters were, and whither his
guardians hgstened to recapture
him.. At various periods, however,
his visits would suddenly cease,
and for quite a long time he waa
Seen no more.

Each of these disappearances
fhrew all occupants of the palaee
into profound discouragement,
which betrayed itself in my pupils
by a sadness they essayed in wvain
to hide. _

When 1 questioned them, they
sought to elude my queries, an-
swering me In an evasive manner

»

An intimate picture of Em-
peror Nicholas II, Czar of
all the Russias, taken in an
army uniform when he little
dreamed of exile and death.

by saying that Alexis Nicolalevitch
was indisposed. I knew, however,
that he was attacked by a malady
to which they referred in wvelled
phrases, and the precise nature of
which none could tell me.

AT TSARSKOIE-SELO.

As I Have sald before, having
been relleved in 1909 of my duties
as tutor to the Duke' of Sergius
of Leuchtenberg, 1’ could devate
more time to the grand duchess.
I resided in St. Petersburg, and ap-
peared five times each week at
Tsarskole-Selo. Although the num-
ber of my lessons had been consid-
erdably Increased, my pupil's pro-
gress was slow, the more because
the imperial family made visits of
several months’ duration to the
Crimea. 1 regretted that a French
governess had not been engaged for
them, and on their returm 1
noticed that they had forgotten
a great deal.

Mlle. Tioutcheva, their devoted
Rusian governess, conld not do
everything. To remedy this, the
Empress asked me to accompany
the imperial family when they.next
left Tsarskole-Selo for a prolonged
trip.

The first journey I made under
these new conditions was to the
Crimea in the autumn of 1011. I
resided in the little town of Yalta,
with my colleague, M. Petrof, pro-
fesor of Rusaian, invited, life my-
self, to continue as an instructor.
We went eaph day to Livadia to
glve onr lessons,

Outside of our 'duties we were
free, and could enjoy the fine oli-
mntp of the “Rusian Riviera” with.
olit. " heing hampered by court for-

Tuter of Future Czar
Regarded As Inti-
mate Mcmber of

the Royal |

suite and certaln invited guests
alone were admitted luncheon
with the imperial f » who, in

™

the evening, dined

constraint, although court etiquette,
on ordinary days, was not very ex-
acting.

My pupils also seemed bored at
these long luncheons and it was
with pleasure that we met later in ¢
the study hall, to resume, in all
simplicity, our afternoon ‘readings.

I u&hllttla enough of Alexis Nie-
olalev . He almost always took
his meals with the empress in her
private apartments.

We returned on June 10 to Tsar-
skole-Selo, and the imperial family
appeared shortly afterward at Peter-
hof, whence they departed each
summer for their customary yacht.
ing cruise on the Standard in the
fiords of Finland.

TEACHES CZAREVITCH.

At the beginning of September,
1912, the Imperial family went on a
hunting trip in the forest of Biel
oveje, in the province of Grodne,
where they spent two weeks.
they went to Spala, in Poland, the
ancient hunting ground of Lthe
kings, for a more prolonged stay.* v
There I rejoined them at the ond
of Beptember with M. Petrof.

Shortly after my arrival the em-
press announced that she desired
me to be tutor to the Tsarevitch 4
Alexis. I gave him his first les-
son on October 2 in presence of
his mother. 3

The child, then eight and a hglf -
years oid, did not know one word
of French. My lessons soon were -
interrupted, for Alexis, who from
the first had appeared to be suf-
fering, had to.take to his bed.

My colleague and . I had been
struck on our arrival with the
boy's pallor, and that he was car-
ried about, as if incapable of walk-
ing. His malady we concluded
must be serious. ‘ 3

Several days later it was whis- |
pered about that his cendition was
causing acute apprehension, and
that Profs. Rauchfuss and Fiodrof |
had been summoned from St
Petersburg to attend him. '

Nevertheless life went on thers
as In the past; one hunting party
succeeding another, and the guests
more numerous than ever.

A PRINCE IN AGONY.

One evening after dinner the
Grand Duchess Marie and Anas
tasle were in the dining hall play-
ing two scenes from the “Bourgeois
Gentitlhomme" before their majes-
ties, the members of the imperial
suite and several guests.

Acting as prompter, "I had 2
den myself behind a screen 'ﬁ &
served as & wing, and by '
forward a HNttle T could percsive
the empress, in the front row of
spectators, smiling and a
chatting with her neighbors.

The play having come to an en
I left by the service door and
faund myself in the passage i
front of the room of the tsarevitch,
whose cries I heard distinctly.

Suddenly I saw the empress, who
came running, lifting with both.
hands, in her haste, her long gown
which hindered her movements. 1
hid in a doorway and she passed
without noticing me. Her features
were contorted with anguish.

I returned to the hall, where the [
amimation was intense. lTdAveried'
lackeys were serving refreshments.
Everyone was Jaughing, joking. =
The evening's enjoyment was at its
helght. . !
MASKS ROYAL GRIEF.

The empress re-entered the room |
several minutes later. She had "
again assumed her mask, foreing
herself to amile on those who came
to pay eager court, But I re-
marked that the emperor, evem In
conversation, had placed Migselt
#s0 a8 to keep an eye on the 1
and I caught, In passing, the .
of despair the empregs cast at him
froin the threshold. P

An hour later 1 went to my roopi, e
still profoundly disturbed hy that ’ﬁ'
scene, which had suddenly enabled '
me to comprehend the dramna of |
that double, existénce. ' f

|

However, though the sick hoy's |
condition became gtill mgre amgra- t
vated, the life of the sourt suffersd
hardly any change. The Empress,
indeed, showed herself more and
more rarely, but the Emperor, re
pressing his disquigiude, continuel

(Continued on Page &, Col. ?.3 3
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